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of the order, * to secure to themselves their
estates/ Mr. Walpole had, in consequence,
to prosecute his own claim in the French
Courts; lie remained in Paris while the
proceedings were being conducted, and he
had ultimately the satisfaction of obtain-
ing judgment in his favour, and of handing
over the estates which he had recovered to
the Bank of England in discharge of his
obligations to them. In these protracted
proceedings, however, Mr. Walpole had lost
everything except his honour. And he had
to appeal to the generosity of the Bank for
the chance of recovering some little pittance
from the wreck of his fortune to save his
children from want. His appeal, from which
many of these facts are taken, was printed
at the Strawberry Hill Press in 1781.

After the death of his first wife, a daugh-
ter of Sir Joshua Vanneck, Mr. Walpole
married in Paris Madame de Yillegagnon,
the widow of the Comte de Villegagnon.
This marriage forms the subject of one of
the later letters.

One of Mr. Walpole's children, another
Thomas Walpole, is the other member ofthe
